Well, that’s what we've been doing since 1962. And 
our political attempts have been subverted by the peo- 
ple in power. We can’t beat them at their own game, 
just like he [Conyers] can’t. They have too much 
money, too much power, playing their game by their 
own rules, as we did in Selma, almost. Even when we 
forced a rewriting of the rules in Selma, they then re- 
fused to implement them. Which says to us, you can’t 
win in the political game ultimately. You can get a 
few token victories like Stokes and Hatcher. But even 
so if you’re not careful, the big city machines will even 
swallow them up. 


e In the spring demonstrations, how consciously are 
you going to relate the domestic problem to the Viet- 
nam war? There is a general feeling that it is abso- 
lutely impossible to fight a war and handle the domes- 
tic crisis. Are you going to put that as part of your 
ultimatum to Congress? 


No, not directly. You see, the question is you can’t 
serve two masters. And we will make Congress choose 
one. Now they may choose to serve the war and con- 
tinue to kill; in which case they’ll have to start killing 
us or putting us in jail. I would like to see the domes- 
tic crisis become so critical that Congress is faced im- 
mediately with what I think is their inevitable choice. 

But Congress is still controlled by special interests. 
The special interests and their power are never chal- 
lenged until the people are mobilized. Our faith is 
built on the fact that once we challenge the American 
people to choose between life and death, between 
spending for life and spending for death, the American 
people will rally to challenge these special interests— 
the military-industrial complex—who are making mon- 
ey on death. 


& So you are going to force the confrontation. There 
will either be the most drastic sort of police-state re- 
action or the will of the American people coming out 
in support of life. ‘ 


Yes. We intend to consciously mobilize American 
people to understand this choice and to come down on 
the right side. 


pb What do you envisage the role of the churches to be? 


In the past we have waited until we were into a 
struggle to get church people involved. One of the first 
things we are going to do is try to mobilize the 
churches before we get to Washington this time. 

I think the Church is the key to any social change in 
America. The passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Bill 
taught me this. When you finally needed to cut off the 
Southern filibuster, it was Eugene Carson Blake, the 
Methodist Bishops Lord and Mathews, Bob Spike with 
the NCC’s Commission on Religion and Race, Anna 
Hedgeman and that bunch that mobilized the churches 
in the Middle West to put pressure on Senator H.cken- 
looper of Iowa. He called in other senators and about 
five to seven votes in that block swung. And that gave 
the two-thirds majority to cut off debate and get the 
Civil Rights Bill passed. 

So I see that our job is to help the American 
churches see the nature of the moral crisis in the na- 
tion. The economic crisis and the political crisis are 
just symptoms of this far deeper moral crisis: an Amer- 
ica of racism, materialism and economic exploitation 
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versus an America where decisions are made on the 
basis of values, in the best interests of one’s neighbor 
and on the basis of health and welfare rather than 
death and destruction. 


& Beyond an initial interview in CHRISTIANITY AND 


Crisis, what more do you plan to do to mobilize this 
kind of church awareness? 


We are trying to arrange for Dr. King to address the 
General Board of the National Council of Churches. I 
think we will schedule a meeting with all the denomi- 
national commissions on religion and race and all the 
church bodies related to race very shortly. In January 
we probably will have a one-day conference discussing 
the issues with them. Then they can mobilize their 
people better than we can. 

We figure church people will have a couple of 
months to plan, to think things over and develop a 
course of action that might set in motion the tremen- 
dous bureaucracy of the Church. Especially in Curis- 
TIANITY AND Crisis and Renewal we tend to think of 
bureaucracy as bad. It’s only bad because we don’t 
know how to use it. When the bureaucracy of the 
Church can be mobilized for the things we believe in, 
it’s all right! 

I just haven’t given up on the Church as an institu- 
tion, even an old-fashioned institution. Even those of 
us concerned with renewal still give the Pope and the 
Church of Rome a lot more deference—because of its 
power and organization—than we do a statement by 
the Quakers. 

There’s an old Negro expression, “The Lord said if 
you take one step, I'll take two.” The old folks said it 
all the time. 


& Are you counting on that? 


I think all we’re saying is, we’re ready to take our 
one step. We'll see where the Lord leads us from there. 
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